Cross-linking of SsoII restriction endonuclease to cognate and non-cognate DNAs.
Specific and non-specific interactions of SsoII restriction endonuclease (R.SsoII) were probed by the method of covalent attachment to modified DNA containing an active monosubstituted pyrophosphate internucleotide bond instead of a phosphodiester one. R.SsoII with six N-terminal His residues was shown to be cross-linked to duplexes with this type of modification, either containing or not the recognition sequence. Competition experiments with covalent attachment of R.SsoII to activated DNAs demonstrated the similar affinity of the enzyme to cognate and non-cognate DNAs in the absence of cofactor, Mg2+ ions.